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MINUTES 

 

EXECUTIVE POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING OF THE  

KINGS RIVER FISHERIES MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 

 

MARCH 18, 2026 

 

  

CALL TO ORDER: 

Minutes of the Executive Policy Committee (ExCom) of the Kings River Fisheries Management 

Program (KRFMP) convened at the offices of the Kings River Conservation District (KRCD) 

and Kings River Water Association (KRWA) in Fresno, California, on Wednesday, March 18, 

2026, at 3:01 p.m., with Chairman Steve Haugen presiding.  

 

ROLL CALL: 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  

Steve Haugen, Chairman 

Gerald Hatler, Director 

David Merritt, Director 

MEMBERS ABSENT:  

None 

 

OTHERS PRESENT:  

Brian Beal 

Carolyn Dukes 

Charolette Gallock  

Matthew Meadows 

Soua Vang 

Lori Werner 

  

INTRODUCTIONS AND PUBLIC COMMENTS:  

All individuals present in the room provided brief introductions. No members of the public were 

present; therefore, no public comments were provided. 

 

MINUTES: 

Minutes taken from the KRFMP ExCom Meeting held on September 25, 2025, were considered 

and recommended for approval.  

 

Upon the motion of David Merritt, seconded by Gerald Hatler, and unanimously carried 

by roll call vote, the minutes were approved pending suggested edits from Steve Haugen. 

 

COMMITTEE MEMBER COMMENT PERIOD: 

No report was provided. 

 

REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE OFFICER: 

On behalf of Mr. Haugen, KRWA Assistant Watermaster, Matthew Meadows, provided a brief 

update on the current water conditions. Runoff at the time is earlier than normal, prompting 

earlier irrigation releases for some units. Minimum flows below Fresno Weir will continue until 

early April. 

 

REPORT OF THE PUBLIC ADVISORY GROUP: 

KRCD Supervisor of Water Resources, Soua Vang, gave a brief update from the recent Public 

Advisory Group meeting.  
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FINANCIAL REPORT: 

KRCD Controller, Carolyn Dukes, presented the KRFMP financial reports covering September 

1, 2025 through February 28, 2026, for the fiscal period July 1, 2025 through June 30, 2026.  

  

Upon the motion of David Merritt, seconded by Gerald Hatler, and unanimously carried 

by roll call vote, the financial report was approved as presented. 

 

REPORT OF THE TECHNICAL STEERING COMMITTEE: 

I. California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) Stocking: CDFW Senior 

Environmental Scientist Supervisor, Brian Beal, reported on the department’s Kings 

River stocking efforts. CDFW plans on weekly 500-pound deliveries of catchable size 

fish going forward to meet the Kings River allotment. 

 

II. KRFMP Supplemental Stocking Program: KRCD Supervisor of Water Resources, Soua 

Vang, reported the supplemental stocking numbers for KRFMP provided in the packet. 

The KRFMP supplemental stocking will continue until the end of March. Additionally, a 

discussion of stocking locations and history was presented and discussed. 

 

III. 2025-2026 Incubator Operations: Mrs. Vang reported the first round of rainbow trout fry 

was released on February 19, 2026. The supplier was not able to ship all of the eggs, so 

an experimental third batch was planned with the remainder. The second round of 

approximately 140,000 eggs was delivered March 4, 2026, with an expected fry release 

date of April 9, 2026. The experimental round of approximately 30,000 eggs is expected 

to be delivered April 21, 2026, and fry release date of June 4, 2026. 

 

IV. Kings River Clean-Up: Mrs. Vang provided a brief update on the Kings River Clean-Up 

events. The next event has been rescheduled for March 21, 2026, at 8:30 a.m., at the 

Kings River Wildlife Area and Northside River Access Park.  

 

V. Project Planning: Mrs. Vang reported that KRCD will be filing the appropriate permitting 

documents with the help of CDFW staff. 

 

OTHER BUSINESS: 

No other business was covered. 

 

NEXT MEETING: 

The next KRFMP ExCom Meeting is scheduled for Thursday, July 2, 2026, at 3:00 p.m., at the 

KRWA office. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

With there being no further business to come before the KRFMP ExCom, Mr. Haugen adjourned 

the meeting at 3:46 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

 
Matthew Meadows 

Kings River Water Association 

Assistant Watermaster 


